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Oleander (Nerium oleander L.) is an evergreen shrub or small tree in the family Apocynaceae. This species, commonly called oleander is cultivated as an ornamental plant in landscapes, parks,
and along roadsides. In September 2016, an unusual decline was observed on oleander plants cultivated in landscapes of Kish Island (Hormozgan province). Disease symptoms consisted of
peeled off bark and sooty cankers on branches, chlorosis and necrosis of leaves, defoliation and branch dieback and eventually tree death. Wood samples were collected from branches of
affected trees to determine fungal species associated with disease symptoms. Fungal isolations were made from discolored wood tissues on potato dextrose agar (PDA). Isolations of fungi from
branches showing typical sooty cankers were made directly from masses of dry black spores under the bark on PDA. Plates were incubated at 25 C and colonies emerging from the wood
segments were transferred to fresh PDA media. In this study 57 fungal isolates resembling of the family Botryosphaeriaceae were recovered from oleander plants. Representative isolates (15
isolates) were purified using hyphal-tipping method and induced to produce pycnidia by plating them on %2 water agar containing sterilised pine needles. Based on morphological
characteristics and DNA sequence comparisons of ITS and tef- a gene regions, isolates were identified as Diplodia sapinea (7 isolates) and Neoscytalidium dimidiatum (8 isolates). This study is

the first report of D. sapinea and N. dimidiatum associated with sooty canker and dieback of oleander trees worldwide.
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